
Greetings, Brandon Families! 

With a new month comes a new opportunity to update the community on our continued work towards 
becoming “Intentionally Exemplary”. 

In my last letter, I shared the goals that we have adopted as a school for this year.  Over my next few 
letters, I will share with you some targeted steps we have taken and/or continue to take to achieve our 
school-wide goals.  This month, I will focus on: 

Goal #1 (aligned to Focus Area of Growth for All Students):   

By June 2015, we will adopt a formal school wide writing plan for implementation in the 2015-2016 
school year informed by gathering of student writing data and research of instructional strategies 

aligned with CCGPS and GA Milestones. 

As you know, this year marks a change from the CRCT to Georgia Milestones as the assessment tool that 
will measure student growth and achievement.  While this assessment is administered just to 3rd-5th 
grades, it impacts our whole school as it is incumbent upon us to ensure we have a well-articulated and 
implemented vertical K-5 instructional program.  While we will never “teach to the test” at Brandon, 
through our learning about this new assessment and through analysis of student data trends and our 
instructional program, it became evident that now is the time to bolster our instruction of writing across 
our school.  Not only is this critical to the preparation of our students for the Georgia Milestones 
assessment which has a heavy writing component, it is essential to the development of our students to be 
competitive and poised for academic excellence beyond Brandon.   

With this in mind, we are engaged in work to both determine the needs of our students in regards to 
writing instruction as well as the needs of our teachers in regards to planning and delivering this 
instruction.  Our teachers have received training on the types of writing assessment items students will see 
during the spring testing season and have begun to implement like items into their classroom instruction 
and assessment.  At the same time, we will be sending away some samples of student writing of our 3rd-
5th graders to be scored and analyzed by an independent company (thanks to funding by the Foundation).  
The data we receive back from this in December will help to shape our writing instruction second 
semester; we are thankful for this opportunity to have our student writing scored outside of our building.   

At the same time, we have a dedicated group of teachers who meet bi-monthly as a Writing Focus Group.  
These teachers along with Assistant Principal, Tameka Small, are researching approaches to writing 
instruction and making recommendations for school-wide implementation next school year.  I am 
appreciative of their work to go above and beyond to help Brandon stay an academic leader and be 
“intentionally exemplary” in this area. 

As you know, while this “beyond the scenes” work continues, each day our teachers are focused on 
providing an exceptional experience to each child.  As always, please do not hesitate to reach out if we 
can be of any assistance to you as we partner with you in your child’s educational journey. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kara Stimpson 

Principal  


